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Old Brick Playhouse celebrates 33
years of programming

Submitted photo A group of the Old Brick Playhouse Apprentices get into the holiday spirit of ‘Elfkins.’
The Apprentices are currently rehearsing the musical ‘Mean Girls.’

ELKINS — The Old Brick Playhouse is celebrating 33 years serving the
community, and our continuing their tradition of offering holiday fun and
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a lavishly decorated front window for the season.

“Each year, we work urgently to fill our holiday windows with delight
and surprise,” OBP Executive Director Missy Armentrout McCollam said.
“We strive to remind passersby of the enchantment and love of the
season.”

Decorating windows is just a portion of the shenanigans that take place at
The Old Brick Playhouse, which remains dedicated to create positive
change and to provide joyful experiences to their community and state,
using art as the vehicle of engagement.

The Playhouse is well-known for the the OBP Apprenticeship program for
middle and high school students. The OBP conducts two sessions
throughout the year and produces two mainstage productions showcasing
the talents of every student.

Currently, the OBP Apprentices — 58 strong — are rehearsing “Mean
Girls,” a musical that opens at the end of January and is sponsored by
Holiday Inn Express and Dr. Lamarr Weese.
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“The exciting news is that though the Apprenticeship legacy is steeped in
tradition, we are happy to collaborate with the Sisters of Saint Joseph’s
Foundation for Health and Wellness to add two new components to our
curriculum,” said OBP Assistant Director Phil Smith. “Apprentice students
will have the opportunity to learn and participate in functional fitness
programming as well as experiential workshops in nutrition and
gardening.”

Also, for the first time since the COVID-19 pandemic, the OBP has
partnered with the Augusta Heritage Center to write, produce and tour a
children’s play to elementary schools throughout the region. The play, “A
Garden Fable,” is designed to teach students social and cultural tolerance,
while reinforcing the idea that being an artist in West Virginia is a viable
career.

If it’s holiday cheer you are seeking, make certain to see the OBP staff
production of “Elf the Musical” in mid-December. This play, aimed to
provide a wholesome family event, will also be made available to students
throughout the region due to the OBP’s strong collaboration with Davis &
Elkins College and Randolph County Schools.

The OBP not only provides programming for children and youth, but also
conducts bi-weekly workshops with residents at the Elkins Rehabilitation
and Care Center.

“Working with ERCC has been a fulfilling experience for the OBP team
and our dedicated participants,” McCollam said. “It’s a mutually

https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsutpyaKfybj5Me9MhCIi5rutIlOE8WrGpOXWsGnZvda3CIdjmW1xkL3-nzKRD5ETlahXY700n-QKGcMaxKyUMHN-ZVJHB-kKbHFpe7LFqtxvU2VLJ5XYx1raW4UE7GmvccQtm4-j30MIcA_FrQhs1huMjjYoF0YSH-A-esyk_VaIaNBjqskfqYVnRhxpeEUo_5zxDtstfP_Iu9RFlZKs3zaUnG4idVexx0qsTg7e0O7QYICvcrh1_kLfFaRc23JFX8iicrP-gHUsa6fJBpXsBfuOUxzqVl679p7Y9hn5HU4z2YyS4wNo1XkuWQICwsKd3ozOdWduAezmLB-V4x2yzTjA3aYt0CMhenRV0yL1uBVGp8ChxQGSsWu1ogRtioCB9nFlmHWTKSngjqPuw63t8uxGI5j67rPEYzdJDKxtjdjN4_dhIPcH_Ut5myfipLtXQHtN031vyl9e6jg2P04sK_spLl4ce0U561b1aU5EgL14iFxkCIqpdLuxYVeUQdiK8O2DoaPPibmcWLiwVwGmirDAva3tfcAhZbh3IaPX3e-9ZlApDwCeMoJ37usb6YjqCUrEAVxnujWnTYTB5Z7-qyquX9nyXzh9NC5Qi9upPjGnLaV7wvbgxgAq2tUwk4pnC5oGcF0IW1jkmiSIjsDEKNc_T9_nULAo8pAnYKAzh18V8-_Lynxw6UHnbaergMdkyaoF10nyAeNJIyhNoOuKqRxV9e-WSApfAIIhs5uuHZjdCjjyqCKaJpKlrY0if9gR9arIFQM9LRE96HuXX1wbAheK2mWQTJVV3dMRaEyMx580LXjb03oIuM8biQ3N4BLUXz7vmdm6yp7cqtlUzzY5Sgn32h13yu46PlgQQLH1Iin8EDYb2kVRzA6asi2J7t0RF41ah26sq2iFfajGV--ZhRw05xElVaYaaZOdbAV88cHsxiTCtjgKdHP7BnwWnPoMCmoGylBi3UeEdGxUCTIWuuIv4rg-EaABT2osizvBG8Qex0JPmbuoF_Cri_kv6N6d1kLHJ7Plf0MwderJu2BCZi3X85upuFnLVDrAdFjTTLyl3VVRaZPJ4aQCOm-7_r4-kmCNWMdpWHvNxUvz9LMcbFug5zIF2uddqtUNmeiQpZNxbmMZeJwyZyFVlNP-WKk5vBATdpOGgPCAOzyiEyMoHo7gEYR-JVnohf_skz2phIFHBZv5RlvN1TwtpWGO5HhT9EC6S0tCMNvO0o08GaTBCVmtoI7tt_761kAR9c_ue4Uvml7vW8d2y-UvAb0vwUeqKh-Zl-Dkb-cKBHIVfRM8h4u9HaSwQeBjZ_d3ph-4wxYQBxl9v9oboO7lr3hWgABNFXelAjfkuXYz9z16QHpCI6C_PmImAaGfrcyi_xf9dXDQVl7uegtGvgd4dx_Yjbt-vbH50GIlCMF-D-8yS_0W4NI4L4_T96yO4-59v-JB8TGb7ks7C3NzBcKuQUpXhGRTJrLHJwcfhiexwSnvS6qweDKG7KBsNrLT4r-jg&sai=AMfl-YQmKh2U1lz_ruEs7TTiYyhnV1MpMrLQ3ZK8pB-1JJttKkJQH4YmbatNqHhJsiLs6PROw9pxUdVsz8kI0RHzDKnFgYZrwAZqm4sp0zi3ThenNAbYxpqmXLhoKsQGXX0NEqdXwnmZttVT2Ef8M0pWbdiCapkn6qluY3gGOnkd7hb1-m8GmvY9mQvRi3wr0WUCDiEIDa41BIfcIaSYFCgvb8srwHSmq3koG44KxR9DrDbEFWIKTUNKAOmcxBFYS0rjKdUX1hK609F6p875WzF_JQHe-bty2vqXMVM0bghKxWM2mrQq93cq9wN8L08cUA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFCHfVtAB36z&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9hYXJwLm9yZw&urlfix=1&adurl=https://join.aarp.org/bfcw23jdisdv360pros%3Fcmp%3DBAC-MEM-GOOG---dm_dp_v-DV360_i-join_p-CW_t-DV360-Shp_f-mid_it-23-Promo_d-allscreens_g-usa_l-eng_dm-50plus%26smt%3DUNILGLYQ7B%26keycode%3DUCW23DV1%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay_prospecting%26utm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_campaign%3Ddm_dp_v-DV360_i-join_p-CW_t-DV360-Shp_f-mid_it-23-Promo_d-allscreens_g-usa_l-eng_dm-50plus_s-300x250%26utm_content%3Dad-ab_o-redbluetoothspeaker_v-CW23Cn_cta-joinnow_c-BFCW23Cp_ctac-red_null_null_s-300x250%26utm_term%3Dnull%26google%3DAMsySZYxYwNnz2P38NzqfybbIs4h%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsutpyaKfybj5Me9MhCIi5rutIlOE8WrGpOXWsGnZvda3CIdjmW1xkL3-nzKRD5ETlahXY700n-QKGcMaxKyUMHN-ZVJHB-kKbHFpe7LFqtxvU2VLJ5XYx1raW4UE7GmvccQtm4-j30MIcA_FrQhs1huMjjYoF0YSH-A-esyk_VaIaNBjqskfqYVnRhxpeEUo_5zxDtstfP_Iu9RFlZKs3zaUnG4idVexx0qsTg7e0O7QYICvcrh1_kLfFaRc23JFX8iicrP-gHUsa6fJBpXsBfuOUxzqVl679p7Y9hn5HU4z2YyS4wNo1XkuWQICwsKd3ozOdWduAezmLB-V4x2yzTjA3aYt0CMhenRV0yL1uBVGp8ChxQGSsWu1ogRtioCB9nFlmHWTKSngjqPuw63t8uxGI5j67rPEYzdJDKxtjdjN4_dhIPcH_Ut5myfipLtXQHtN031vyl9e6jg2P04sK_spLl4ce0U561b1aU5EgL14iFxkCIqpdLuxYVeUQdiK8O2DoaPPibmcWLiwVwGmirDAva3tfcAhZbh3IaPX3e-9ZlApDwCeMoJ37usb6YjqCUrEAVxnujWnTYTB5Z7-qyquX9nyXzh9NC5Qi9upPjGnLaV7wvbgxgAq2tUwk4pnC5oGcF0IW1jkmiSIjsDEKNc_T9_nULAo8pAnYKAzh18V8-_Lynxw6UHnbaergMdkyaoF10nyAeNJIyhNoOuKqRxV9e-WSApfAIIhs5uuHZjdCjjyqCKaJpKlrY0if9gR9arIFQM9LRE96HuXX1wbAheK2mWQTJVV3dMRaEyMx580LXjb03oIuM8biQ3N4BLUXz7vmdm6yp7cqtlUzzY5Sgn32h13yu46PlgQQLH1Iin8EDYb2kVRzA6asi2J7t0RF41ah26sq2iFfajGV--ZhRw05xElVaYaaZOdbAV88cHsxiTCtjgKdHP7BnwWnPoMCmoGylBi3UeEdGxUCTIWuuIv4rg-EaABT2osizvBG8Qex0JPmbuoF_Cri_kv6N6d1kLHJ7Plf0MwderJu2BCZi3X85upuFnLVDrAdFjTTLyl3VVRaZPJ4aQCOm-7_r4-kmCNWMdpWHvNxUvz9LMcbFug5zIF2uddqtUNmeiQpZNxbmMZeJwyZyFVlNP-WKk5vBATdpOGgPCAOzyiEyMoHo7gEYR-JVnohf_skz2phIFHBZv5RlvN1TwtpWGO5HhT9EC6S0tCMNvO0o08GaTBCVmtoI7tt_761kAR9c_ue4Uvml7vW8d2y-UvAb0vwUeqKh-Zl-Dkb-cKBHIVfRM8h4u9HaSwQeBjZ_d3ph-4wxYQBxl9v9oboO7lr3hWgABNFXelAjfkuXYz9z16QHpCI6C_PmImAaGfrcyi_xf9dXDQVl7uegtGvgd4dx_Yjbt-vbH50GIlCMF-D-8yS_0W4NI4L4_T96yO4-59v-JB8TGb7ks7C3NzBcKuQUpXhGRTJrLHJwcfhiexwSnvS6qweDKG7KBsNrLT4r-jg&sai=AMfl-YQmKh2U1lz_ruEs7TTiYyhnV1MpMrLQ3ZK8pB-1JJttKkJQH4YmbatNqHhJsiLs6PROw9pxUdVsz8kI0RHzDKnFgYZrwAZqm4sp0zi3ThenNAbYxpqmXLhoKsQGXX0NEqdXwnmZttVT2Ef8M0pWbdiCapkn6qluY3gGOnkd7hb1-m8GmvY9mQvRi3wr0WUCDiEIDa41BIfcIaSYFCgvb8srwHSmq3koG44KxR9DrDbEFWIKTUNKAOmcxBFYS0rjKdUX1hK609F6p875WzF_JQHe-bty2vqXMVM0bghKxWM2mrQq93cq9wN8L08cUA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFCHfVtAB36z&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9hYXJwLm9yZw&urlfix=1&adurl=https://join.aarp.org/bfcw23jdisdv360pros%3Fcmp%3DBAC-MEM-GOOG---dm_dp_v-DV360_i-join_p-CW_t-DV360-Shp_f-mid_it-23-Promo_d-allscreens_g-usa_l-eng_dm-50plus%26smt%3DUNILGLYQ7B%26keycode%3DUCW23DV1%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay_prospecting%26utm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_campaign%3Ddm_dp_v-DV360_i-join_p-CW_t-DV360-Shp_f-mid_it-23-Promo_d-allscreens_g-usa_l-eng_dm-50plus_s-300x250%26utm_content%3Dad-ab_o-redbluetoothspeaker_v-CW23Cn_cta-joinnow_c-BFCW23Cp_ctac-red_null_null_s-300x250%26utm_term%3Dnull%26google%3DAMsySZYxYwNnz2P38NzqfybbIs4h%26dclid%3D%25edclid!


12/4/23, 9:43 AM Old Brick Playhouse celebrates 33 years of programming | News, Sports, Jobs - The Intermountain

https://www.theintermountain.com/news/local-news/2023/12/old-brick-playhouse-celebrates-33-years-of-programming/ 4/4

beneficial experience, and we as artists have grown through the kindness
and support that we share. Also, ERCC has been one of the strongest
partners in OBP’s history.”

Artists from The Old Brick team will also be participating in a myriad of
events, from Elkins Spooktacular to Christmas parades, to summer camps
and to onboard Murder Mysteries.

The OBP’s scope and impact have both grown from year to year, and the
OBP team attributes that to their ever supportive community, students,
families and collaborators.

“If we didn’t have such faithful scholarship support, nearly 50% of our
students would be unable to participate,” McCollam said.

Anyone who would like more information or to contribute to the OBP can
do so at www.theoldbrick.org.
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